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Luke 16:1 Now He was also saying to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and this manager was

reported to him as squandering his possessions.

BGT Luke 16:1 Aeyev & ko 1T1p G TO G poBONT G vBPWT ¢ TIG v TTAO 010G G € XEV O KOV pov, ko 0 Tog O1EBA Bn
T G OIOKOPTT CWwV T 1T PXOVTH & TO .

KJV Luke 16:1 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had a steward; and
the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods.
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NET Luke 16:1 Jesus also said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who was informed of accusations that
his manager was wasting his assets.

CSB Luke 16:1 He also said to the disciples: "There was a rich man who received an accusation that his
manager was squandering his possessions.

ESV Luke 16:1 He also said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions.

NIV Luke 16:1 Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his
possessions.

NLT Luke 16:1 Jesus told this story to his disciples: "There was a certain rich man who had a manager
handling his affairs. One day a report came that the manager was wasting his employer's money.

Barclay - Jesus said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a steward. He received information
against the steward which alleged that he was dissipating his goods.

= There was a rich man Mt 18:23,24; 25:14-30

= who had a manager, Luke 8:3; 12:42; Ge 15:2; 43:19; 1 Chr 28:1; 1 Cor 4:1,2; Titus 1:7; 1 Pe 4:10

=« this manager was reported to him as squandering his possessions Luke 16:19; 15:13,30; 19:20; Pr 18:9; Hosea 2:8;
James 4:3

= Luke 16 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 16:1-13 How to be Truly Rich - Steven Cole

= Luke 16:1-13 Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus - John MacArthur

Related Passages:

Luke 6:24+ “But woe to you who arerich (plousios), for you are receiving your comfort in full.
Luke 12:16+ And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of arich (plousios) man was very productive.

Luke 14:12+ And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, “When you give a luncheon or a
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich (plousios) neighbors, otherwise they
may also invite you in return and that will be your repayment.

Luke 16:19, 21-22 Now there was arich (plousios) man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen,
joyously living in splendor every day. 21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich
(plousios) man’s table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. 22 “Now the poor man died
and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich (plousios) man also died and was
buried.

Luke 18:23+ But when he had heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich (plousios).

Luke 18:25+ “For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for arich (plousios) man to
enter the kingdom of God.”

Luke 19:2+ And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was
rich (plousios).

Luke 21:1+ And He looked up and saw the rich (plousios) putting their gifts into the treasury.

THE UNRIGHTEOUS
STEWARD

Although Jesus does not specifically label this story a parable, many commentators assume it was a parable (which has one central
point/teaching) and entitle it the "Parable of the Unjust Steward." It is not the easiest story to understand, but when one does grasp
Jesus' intent, it gives us a powerful principle we can apply practically. Keep reading and don't be frustrated as their is "a pot of gold
at the end of this rainbow!" That may not be the best idiomatic phrase as most dictionaries state it is something one longs for or
hopes to get but is unlikely to achieve or receive. There is some truth in that regarding this parable for it does describe something
every believer hopes to receive but which not every believer will receive, i.e., unless they seek to practice the principle which Jesus
teaches (you will have to read the full parable to fully understand this somewhat enigmatic statement!) One of the main problems for
interpreters is they see Jesus seeming to praise an unrighteous manager (steward). However the text does not say he praised his
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dishonesty, but because he "had acted shrewdly." (Lk 16:8+) Furthermore, it is not Jesus Who is praising the unrighteous manager,
but the manager's master as we shall see.

John MacArthur gives us some background information to help set the stage for Jesus' teaching in Luke 16 - Jesus gave us just
shy of forty parables. They are included in the gospel record. One out of three — or about a third — deal with money in some way.
That is not surprising that money should have a dominant role in the teaching of Jesus, since it has such a dominate role in our lives.
We spend, according to statistics, more of our waking time thinking about money than not thinking about money, how to acquire it,
how to acquire more of it, how to spend it, how to save it, how to invest it, how to borrow it, counting it, sometimes giving it away,
loaning it. Money and possessions, wealth are so much a part of this world's experience that they actually dominate, define, and
determine an inordinate, if not a consuming, portion of our lives. If you were to be, say 85 yo, statistics say that you would have
spent nearly fifty years of your waking time thinking about money! That's too much. Sadly, all that thinking about money may not be
wise. We can be so foolish when it comes to money. Our Lord redirects our attitude toward money in the parable. (Luke 16:1-

13 Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus)

Bruce Goettsche - This morning we are going to look at a parable that describes a man of the world. I'm going to tell you up front
that you probably aren’t going to like this guy. He’s like a scam artist that is out to steal your identity and empty your bank account.
However, Jesus draws some lessons from this guy that we need to hear. Lessons that could change the entire complexion of our
church, and if embraced widely, could change the focus of the church as a whole. (ED: | WHOLEHEARTEDLY AGREE - IF WE
WOULD LET JESUS' WORDS IN THIS PARABLE REALLY SINK IN, THEY HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO RADICALLY CHANGE
OUR LIFE NOW ON EARTH AND OUR LIFE LATER IN HEAVEN AND FOR ALL ETERNITY!) (Taking a Lesson from the World)

Now (kai) He was also saying to the disciples (mathetes) there was a rich man (plousios) who had a manager (cikonomos - a
steward) - Now (kai) is a coordinating conjunction and suggests a connection this the previous parable in Luke 15:1-32 (but not
everyone agrees). In any event the "lost and found" in Luke 15 now turns to possessions/money in Luke 16. In Luke 15 the
message was more "evangelistic" and directed especially at the prideful, legalistic Pharisees and scribes who desperately needed
to recognize that they were (spiritually) lost so that they might be found by God. Now Jesus shifts to His disciples and while clearly
the Pharisees are listening (Lk 16:14), this message is more of a discipleship lesson, on how disciples are to live their lives although
it clearly ends with a warning to the Pharisees in the death and fate of a very rich man (Lk 16:19-31+). Now keep in mind that
although Jesus is addressing "the disciples," this group is not necessarily all saved individuals. As explained below, disciples were
followers and probably most of those who were following Jesus at this time were interested in His teaching and His miracles but had
not yet placed their faith in Him as their Messiah and Redeemer. For example in John 6:66 we see the response to His teaching the
disciples that He was the Bread of life and "As a result of this many of His disciples (mathetes) withdrew and were not walking
with Him anymore." In other words they were not truly disciples, truly believers as defined by Jesus in John 8:31-32 (“If you
continue [remain, abide] in My word, then you are truly [alethos] disciples of Mine"). They did not abide with Jesus but withdrew
from Him! They enjoyed eating the bread He supplied, but not His word that He was the "living Bread" (life giving Bread) which they
were to eat in order to live forever! (John 6:51)

Steven Cole - Every once in a while | receive in the mail an ad inviting me to sign up for a book or a course on how | can get rich. It
may involve someone’s scheme for buying stocks or trading commodities. The guy who is selling the book or the course is playing
off the common desire to get rich, preferably with a minimum of effort. But what if we spend our lives climbing the ladder of success
only to find out that it's leaning against the wrong wall? What if we get rich only to discover that we’re really poor? In Lu 16, Jesus
tells two parables—the unrighteous steward and rich man and Lazarus—to show that God’s perspective on riches and our
perspective are often diametrically opposed. If we want to be truly rich, we need God’s perspective on money.....The entire chapter
should make us all stop and think carefully about our attitude toward money. God’s ways are higher than our ways (Is 55:9),
especially with regard to money. Since we’re all prone to the world’s ways, we need to think carefully about what Jesus is saying so
that we follow God’s way to true riches rather than the world’s way to deceptive wealth and ultimate, eternal poverty. (How to be

Truly Rich)

MacArthur explains that "Jesus actually was very adept at doing that (USING ILLUSTRATIONS OR EXAMPLES OF SINFUL MEN).
Jesus taught, as | said, from the expected and the unexpected experiences of life and life offers us both and both can be good
places to learn from. In Luke 18, as we shall see in the future, he used an unjust judge as an analogy to God himself. Here the main
character is a man identified in verse 8 as the unrighteous steward. There's no question that this man is unrighteous. He is evil. He
is wicked. He is conniving. He starts out as irresponsible and ends up an embezzler. And some people have worked really hard to
try to protect Jesus from using a bad man to make a good point, and so they have tried to read into this story some kind of stuff in
the cracks and between the words and somehow cast this man in a different light and make him good. You can't do it because
there's no way around the fact that he is called the unrighteous steward. And by the way there are no hidden details. This is
fiction. This is a story Jesus made up. He created it. He invented it. There are no more components than the ones He gave. There's
nothing more to the story. No secret explanation, no hidden details to uncomplicate it or complicate it.... And we are shocked as the
audience of disciples would be when the master praises him. Punish him? We would understand that. Beat him publicly? We would


https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-206
https://sermons.faithlife.com/sermons/600287-taking-a-lesson-from-the-world-luke-16:1-15
https://www.preceptaustin.org/mark-14-commentary#surely
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-74-how-be-truly-rich-luke-161-13

understand that. They would understand that, but commend him? That's the surprise ending, but that's the whole point of the
story. And it's really not unusual for Jesus to teach this way. Frequently Jesus followed a rabbinical pattern of teaching and the
rabbis loved to teach from the lesser to the greater. The little phrase, “how much more,” if an unjust judge will do this what will God
who is a just judge do? If an irritated man will open the door just to get rid of you what will a God who loves you do when you knock
on His door with a need? If a wicked, evil man is shrewd in the use of money that he has access to, what will you do? It's from the
lesser to the greater and the rabbis love to teach that way and so did Jesus. How much more, how much more? " (Luke 16:1-
13 Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus)

Steven Cole explains that Jesus "is saying that we can learn a valuable lesson from this pagan scoundrel, who is wiser than many
“sons of light,” (Jn 12:36, 1Th 5:5) in that he saw what was coming and he used what had been entrusted to him while he could to
prepare for the future. The lesson for us is a faithful steward will use his Master’s money shrewdly to provide true riches for
eternity. Jesus is telling us that there is a way you can take it with you, namely, by wisely investing the resources that God has
entrusted to you now in things that matter for eternity." (How to be Truly Rich)

Hendriksen - In the parable of The Shrewd Manager (The Steward with Foresight) Jesus shows that worldly people are often more
shrewd, more forward-looking, than are the people upon whom the light has been shining. Of course, none of this means that Jesus
in any way whatever praises this “manager” for his dishonesty. The very opposite is true, as verses 10-13 (climaxed by “You cannot
serve God and mammon”) clearly show. (Exposition of the Gospel of Luke - borrow)

Robertson - The three preceding parables in chapter 15 exposed the special faults of the Pharisees, “their hard exclusiveness, self-
righteousness, and contempt for others” (Plummer). This parable is given by Luke alone. The ko [kai] (also) is not translated in the
Revised Version. It seems to mean that at this same time, after speaking to the Pharisees (chapter 15), Jesus proceeds to speak a
parable to the disciples (16:1-13), the parable of the Unjust Steward.

Now He was also saying to the disciples- This discourse is directed to the disciples but we know the Pharisees are listening for
we see them respond in Lk 16:14 as they "were scoffing at Him." Their response prompts Jesus' instruction in Lk 16:15-18 and then
the parable Lk 16:19-31 both of these sections directed at the Pharisees, men who "were mastered by desire for material gain, while
claiming to be the teachers of the moral law and interpreters of spiritual life." (Brian Bell)

Keener - Many well-to-do landowners had managers to oversee their estates; these managers, or stewards, could be slaves or, as
here (16:3-4), free persons. Squandering another’s possessions was considered a particularly despicable crime (cf. 15:13).

(See The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament)

MacArthur on had a manager - A steward like this, an oikonomon, would be a free man and not a slave. He would be of high social
status and high responsibility. He would be trusted because he would have the right to act on behalf of his master in the full
operation of this agricultural business. He manages all the land. He manages the crops. He is responsible for the assets. He is
responsible for the liabilities. He is the full administrator of the estate with all the right and power to act in behalf of the rich owner.
(Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus )

Wiersbe notes that "The most important thing about a steward is that he serve his master faithfully (1 Cor. 4:2). When he looks at
the riches around him, the steward must remember that they belong to his master, not to him personally, and that they must be used
in a way that will please and profit the master." (Borrow Be courageous Luke 14-24)

NET Note on reported to - These are not formal legal charges, but reports from friends, acquaintances, etc.; (The marginal note in
the NAS translates it "accused.")

Matthew Henry - Here is the dishonesty of this steward. He wasted his lord's goods, embezzled them, misapplied them, or through
carelessness suffered them to be lost and damaged; and for this he was accused to his lord. .... The parable itself, in which all the
children of men are represented as stewards of what they have in this world, and we are but stewards. Whatever we have, the
property of it is God's; we have only the use of it, and that according to the direction of our great Lord, and for his honour....We are
all liable to the same charge (AS THAT MASTER MADE AGAINST THE STEWARD). We have not made a due improvement of
what God has entrusted us with in this world, but have perverted his purpose; and, that we may not be for this judged of our Lord, it
concerns us to judge ourselves.

Barclay - “The steward had followed a career of embezzlement.”

Wiersbe - This particular steward forgot that he was a steward and began to act as if he were the owner. He became a "prodigal
steward" who wasted his master's wealth. His master heard about it and immediately asked for an inventory of his goods and an
audit of his books. He also fired his steward. (Borrow Be courageous Luke 14-24)

And this manager was reported (diaballo) to him as squandering (diaskorpizo) his possessions (huparcho) - This story reminds
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me of Bernie Madoff who created the greatest Ponzi scheme in history (at one time worth of 64.8 Billion dollars)! If you are finding
yourself envious of that huge number, you definitely need to read the story of Madoff, who paid an even higher personal price for his
squandering the possessions of investors who put their trust in him!Squandering is in the present tense meaning it was habitual
practice to scatter abroad or disperse his master's possessions! Of course in this context the verb meant to squander and is the
same word used to describe the prodigal son squandering his inheritance (Luke 15:13+). Mattoon says the idea of diaskorpizo is
"to winnow, like a person that separates the grain from the chaff by throwing it up high into the air and letting the wind blow away the
chaff (cf Mt 25:24, 26)." This literal use depicts the way this "scam artist" handled his master's resources, throwing away money with
no sense of responsibility or accountability. This is the antithesis of a good steward and violates the basic sense of the role a
steward was to fulfill which was to take judicious, wise care of his master's possessions.

THOUGHT- Beloved, as we read this story, we need to be reminded of the fact that as God's children we are
stewards of our Father's possessions, and one day will be required to give an account to Him of our handling
of those possessions. Paul writes "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad." (2
Cor 5:10+) and "So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God. (Rom.14:12+) Vance Havner
often said, "God called us to play the game, not keep the score." If we are faithful stewards, God will reward us
generously, and that reward will forever bring glory to His name. Do you really believe you will have to give
an account to God? You say now wait a minute - Jesus paid for all my sins didn't He? Yes, your sins are
totally forgiven, but that is not what this accounting is about! It is about how you used (or wasted) your time,
talents and money in this drama call life! You can't take it with you, but you can send it on ahead! Are you? |
sometimes wonder why twice in heaven John says God will wipe away every tear? (Rev 7:17, Rev 21:4). It is
only a guess, but it occurs to me that it could be because in heaven we realize what we could have done on
earth for God's glory if we had used the time, talents and treasures faithfully and fruitfully, abiding in His Vine
(Jesus Jn15:5) and filled with (supernaturally enabled) His Spirit (Eph 5:18+)! O God, don't let us (myself or
anyone reading these words) waste this fleeting treasure of time You've given us (Ps 144:4), but to use it for
Your great glory and bring forth eternal fruit "far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think" (Eph
3:20+) In Jesus' Name. Amen

David Guzik adds - “Give an account of your stewardship’ are words that everyone will hear, both sinner
and saint. All will have to give account in some way, and we will give account to God. Spurgeon once noted
that each of us will have to give account of our stewards whip regarding our time, our talents, our substance,
and our influence. For each of us, our stewardship will one day come to an end. The preacher’s voice, mental
faculties, and strength will not last forever. The wealth of this world may not last even in this life. A mother’s
stewardship over her children changes and diminishes greatly. If Jesus does not come first, we all will die and
pass from this life to the next. (REDEEM THE TIME!) (Luke 16)

Warren Wiersbe - In His portrait of the prodigal and the elder brother, Jesus described two opposite philosophies of life. Prior to his
repentance, the prodigal wasted his life, but his elder brother only spent his life as a faithful drudge. Both attitudes are wrong, for the
Christian approach to life is that we should invest our lives for the good of others and the glory of God. This chapter emphasizes that
truth: life is a stewardship, and we must use our God-given opportunities faithfully. One day we must give an account to the Lord of
what we have done with all He has given to us, so we had better heed what Jesus says in this chapter about the right and wrong use
of wealth. Neither of the two accounts in this chapter is called a parable either by Jesus or by Luke, so it is likely that our Lord was
describing actual happenings. However, whether they are actual events or only parables, the spiritual values are the same.
(Borrow Be courageous Luke 14-24)

Brian Bell - Like the prodigal(wasteful) son, this steward wasted his master’s goods , just as many people are doing today. From
the prodigal son to the prodigal steward. Many people are doing the same today...wasting what God has entrusted into their
care! (ED: GREAT POINT AS LUKE USES THE SAME VERB DIASKORPIZO OF THE PRODIGAL SON IN Lk 15:13+ AND HERE
OF THE PRODIGAL STEWARD!)

Michael Andrus has some helpful background on the parable in Luke 16:1-9 - On the surface this appears to be a strange story for
Jesus to tell. Why would he employ a rogue like this dishonest manager as an example of something good? But it doesn't seem
quite so strange when we look at some of the other characters Jesus appealed to in His teaching. Perhaps you recall the parable of
the unjust judge in Luke 18:1-8 he didn't fear God and he didn't respect man, but Jesus saw in him a positive spiritual truth. Or
recall how Jesus commanded us in Mt 10:16 to be "wise as serpents?" Or what about the simile He used of His own return, namely
that He will come as a "thief" in the night?

In none of these cases is the Lord condoning all the activities of the one pictured. He is not condoning the judge's
hard-heartedness, or the serpent's poisonous mouth, or the thief's penchant for relieving other people of their personal
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property. Nor is he here in this parable condoning the shrewd manager's dishonesty. Rather in each case He is attempting to make
one salient point, to teach us one positive truth from the illustration. An ancient proverb explains Jesus' use of these characters: "It
is wise to learn, even from an enemy.”

The unjust judge does allow himself to be moved by the needs of people, and so does God. A serpent is careful and on the lookout
for danger, and so should a Christian be. A thief will come at an unexpected moment, and so will Jesus Christ. Likewise the
dishonest manager in our story demonstrates cleverness, shrewdness and prudence in the way he uses money to prepare for the
future, and so should we.

The real theme of this parable, and indeed of the entire chapter, Luke 16, is money. Luke 16:1-9 Money—Godly Ways of Giving
It: A Bad Man's Good Exa)

IEBUSTRATIONIof stewardship - This past summer we all heard about Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation receiving Warren Buffett’s
gift of $31 billion. In 2 years they will start receiving Increments of $3 billion a year. Must give away every nickel that is contributed in
the previous year. In the next 2 years, the foundation plans to double its staff to about 600 people to handle the additional money. |
wonder what they’ll invest in. | wonder how much will be a temp blessing(earthly), or a how much will be an investment to the future?
(Brian Bell)

Disciples (3101)(mathetes from manthano = to learn which Vine says is "from a root math, indicating thought accompanied by
endeavor". Gives us our English = "mathematics") describes a person who learns from another by instruction, whether formal or
informal. Mathetes is used of superficial followers of Jesus as well as of genuine believers, so clearly the ultimate sense is
determined by the context.

Mathetes uses by Luke - Lk. 5:30; Lk. 5:33; Lk. 6:1; Lk. 6:13; Lk. 6:17; Lk. 6:20; Lk. 6:40; Lk. 7:11; Lk. 7:18;
Lk. 7:19; Lk. 8:9; Lk. 8:22; Lk. 9:14; Lk. 9:16; Lk. 9:18; Lk. 9:40; Lk. 9:43; Lk. 9:54; Lk. 10:23; Lk. 11:1; Lk.
12:1; Lk. 12:22; Lk. 14:26; Lk. 14:27; Lk. 14:33; Lk. 16:1; Lk. 17:1; Lk. 17:22; Lk. 18:15; Lk. 19:29; Lk. 19:37;
Lk. 19:39; Lk. 20:45; Lk. 22:11; Lk. 22:39; Lk. 22:45; Acts 6:1; Acts 6:2; Acts 6:7; Acts 9:1; Acts 9:10; Acts
9:19; Acts 9:25; Acts 9:26; Acts 9:38; Acts 11:26; Acts 11:29; Acts 13:52; Acts 14:20; Acts 14:22; Acts 14:28;
Acts 15:10; Acts 16:1; Acts 18:23; Acts 18:27; Acts 19:1; Acts 19:9; Acts 19:30; Acts 20:1; Acts 20:30; Acts
21:4; Acts 21:16

Rich man (4145)(plousios from ploutos = wealth, abundance, riches) is an adjective which defines that which exists in a large
amount with implication of its being valuable. Literally plousios refers to having an abundance of earthly possessions that exceeds
normal experience. The idea of being materially affluent and rich dominates its secular usage. Luke uses this adjective 3 times in
this parable (Lk 16:19, 21, 23) with 7 other uses of rich, most in the context of who does or does not attain to eternal life in heaven
(Kingdom of God):

Plousios uses by Luke - Lk. 6:24; Lk. 12:16; Lk. 14:12; Lk. 16:1; Lk. 16:19; Lk. 16:21; Lk. 16:22; Lk. 18:23; Lk.
18:25; Lk. 19:2; Lk. 21:1

Manager (steward)(3623) (oikonomos from oikos = house + némo = manage, distribute, dispense;see related oikonomia) is
literally the manager or superintendent of a household or estate. A steward manages another's wealth. He does not own that wealth
himself, but he has the privilege of enjoying it and using it for the profit of his master. Vincent notes that in the Greek culture
the steward was the one who "assigns to the members of the household their several duties, and pays to each his wages. The
paymaster. He kept the household stores under lock and seal, giving out what was required; and for this purpose received a signet-
ring from his master." Although stewards usually were slaves or freedmen (former slaves), many had considerable responsibility
and authority.

Oikonomos - 10v - manager(3), managers(1), steward(2), stewards(3), treasurer(1).Lk 12:42+; Lk. 16:1;
Lk. 16:3; Lk. 16:8; Rom. 16:23; 1 Co. 4:1; 1 Co. 4:2; Gal. 4:2; Titus 1:7; 1Pe 4:10

Reported (1225)(diaballo from dia = through + ballo = throw, cf devil = diabolos) means to bring charges, bring complaint against,
accuse, inform. This is the only NT use (Hapax legomenon) Reinecker says it means "To bring charges with hostile intent, either
falsely and slanderously or justly (Ed: diabolos means slanderer). It means being accused behind one’s back." So in this
context slander comes back and it's legitimate slander!

Robertson on diaballo - It means to throw across or back and forth, rocks or words and so to slander by
gossip. The word implies malice even if the thing said is true. The word diabolos (slanderer) is this same root
and it is used even of women, she-devils (1 Tim. 3:11).

Possessions (5225)(huparcho from hup6é = under + archo = begin or arche = beginning) means literally to begin under and then
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to exist, be present or be at hand. Vine says huparcho means to be in existence and in a secondary sense to belong to with the
definite article ("the" in Greek) signifying one's possessions (the things which one possesses, which exist so to speak)." Robertson
- “His belongings,” a Lukan idiom.

Huparcho - 31v - been(2), being(9), belonging(1), exist(1), existed(1), gone(1), live(1), owned(1),
possess(1), possessions(11), private means(1), property(1). Matt. 19:21; Matt. 24:47; Matt. 25:14; Lk.
7:25; Lk. 8:3; Lk. 11:13; Lk. 11:21; Lk. 12:15; Lk. 12:33; Lk. 12:44; Lk. 14:33; Lk. 16:1; Lk. 16:23; Lk. 19:8; Acts
3:2; Acts 3:6; Acts 4:32; Acts 4:37; Acts 7:55; Acts 8:16; Acts 16:20; Acts 17:29; Acts 22:3; Acts 27:21; 1 Co.
11:18; 1 Co. 13:3; 2 Co. 8:17; Gal. 1:14; Gal. 2:14; Phil. 2:6; Heb. 10:34

IEBUSTRATIONI- Anita Sharpe, writing in the April 5, 1996 edition of the Wall Street Journal, penned a penetrating article entitled
"More Spiritual Leaders Preach the Virtue of Wealth." The opening line reads: "God has a new co-pilot: Midas." Her thesis is that the
convergence of the conspicuous consumption of the 1980s and the more spiritual focus of the 1990s has produced a climate in
which virtually every religious expression is preaching the spiritual virtue of wealth: Jews, charismatics, evangelicals, liberals, and
New-Agers. She reports that a large charismatic church in Seattle hosted a seminar led by conservative Jew Paul Zane Pilzer on the
topic of his book God Wants You to Be Rich The church's pastor is quoted as saying that the denomination's college uses God
Wants You to Be Rich as a text: "lt's a kind of foundation for our economics class." WOE!) God supposedly wants every layperson,
pastor, and missionary to be rich. Ms. Sharpe goes on to report on two Chicago churches, one evangelical and one liberal, that have
had huge responses to seminars about money and the Bible. She concludes her article with snippets from New-Age spokespersons
such as Catherine Ponder of the Unity Church Worldwide (A CULT) who sponsors "prosperity dial-a-thought" and Deepak Chopra's
best-selling The Seven Laws of Spiritual Success, which draws from the Bible, Khalil Gibran, Lao-tzu, and the Rig-Veda. New-Agers
even have a retreat center devoted to success and affluence—the Little Horse Spa for the Spirit.

Many in our culture, from evangelicals to New-Agers, are doing their best to serve God and mammon. But as Christians we want to
know what Jesus says about all this, and we find out in Luke's Gospel. We have heard him in the jolting woe of the Sermon on the
Plain ("Woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort," Luke 6:24) and in the pungent Parable of the Rich Fool
in Luke 12:13-21. Now Jesus raised the issue again in the successive parables of the dishonest manager (Luke 16:1-13) and the
rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) and not much later in the account of the rich ruler (Luke 18:18-30), followed by the story of
Zacchaeus who gave half his possessions to the poor (Luke 19:1-9). Jesus has indeed spoken on the issue! (See R Kent Hughes

- Luke: That You May Know the Truth)

Croft Pentz - USING OUR MONEY PROPERLY Luke 16:1-18

The sin most linked with pride in the Bible is greed, or the lust for worldly possessions. Loving money or possessions more than God
is sin (ED: THAT MAKES MONEY AN "IDOL" AND A "MASTER")—and this sin is rampant in our world today. The more people get,
the more they want—they are never satisfied. Rich people are fearful of losing what they have, so they have no joy. Poor people
have less to lose, but instead of enjoying what they have they wish for the things they can’t afford (ED: SO THEY HAVE NO JOY
EITHER! TRUE JOY IS IN JESUS BY THE SPIRIT! Cp Gal 5:22, Ro 15:13).

I. FAILURE CONDEMNED—Luke 16:1-3

1. Unjust steward—v. 1. The steward becomes careless. We, too, are stewards. All we have belongs to God. We are
responsible to God for:

a)  Ourtime. We should use our time wisely (Ps. 90:12).

b)  Our talents. We must develop our God-given aptitudes (Eccles. 9:10).

c)  Our tithes. We owe this to God (Mal. 3:8-10).

d)  Our traits. Our character and habits must be molded according to God’s law (Gal. 5:22—-23).
e)  Our testimony. We must witness for Christ (1 Cor. 9:27).

2. Undisciplined steward—vv. 2-3. The steward did not take good care of the Master’s goods. His master called him to
account for his actions. As Christians we should remember these three things as we live for God:

a) Deathis coming (Heb. 9:27).

b)  Christis coming (John 14:1-3; Matt. 24:44).

c) Judgmentis coming (For believers = 2Cor 5:10, For lost = Rev. 20:11-15).

Il. FORESIGHT COMMENDED—Luke 16:4-9

1. Steward’s foresight—vv. 4-8. The steward used his position to decrease the amount of the poor people’s debts to his
master. The master praised the steward for his foresight. But it was wrong—the steward was really “buying friends” at his master’s
expense.

2. Sound foresight—vv. 8-9. We should use our money to advance the kingdom of God. Some people feel that their money
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will “buy their way into heaven.”
Many people will spend thousands of dollars on their bodies, but spend no (or little) time on their souls, which will live forever!

lll. FAITHFULNESS COUNSELED—Luke 16:10-18

1. Faithful in service—v. 10. The Christian must learn to be faithful in “small things.” Note the importance of being faithful (Rev.
2:10; Matt. 24:13).

2. Faithful in substance—vv. 11-12. God wants our tithes and offerings. Our money belongs to God. All we have belongs to
God!

3. Faithful servant—v. 13. Some people’s god is money. They stay home from church on Sunday, but never from work on
Monday. They miss church to visit friends, but never neglect their jobs to visit friends!

4.  Foolishness seen—vv. 14—18. The religious leaders knew the way, but refused to accept it. They were foolish.

Christ’s teaching was not popular in His day. Likewise, those who today preach His Word are not popular. All of God’s true children
face persecution and trouble. People who love money will despise: (1) self denial, (2) self discipline, and (3) self dedication. Put

Christ first in your life! (Expository Outlines from Luke)

Luke 16:2 "And he called him and said to him, "What is this | hear about you? Give an accounting of your management, for
you can no longer be manager.'

BGT Luke 16:2 k&t WV OOC X TV ETIEV AT T TOTO KO W TIEQ 0O ; T OOG TV A YOV T G O KOVOW GG OOU, O Y P
OV TI O KOVOME V.

KJV Luke 16:2 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that | hear this of thee? give an account of thy
stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.

NET Luke 16:2 So he called the manager in and said to him, 'What is this | hear about you? Turn in the
account of your administration, because you can no longer be my manager.

CSB Luke 16:2 So he called the manager in and asked, 'What is this | hear about you? Give an account of
your management, because you can no longer be my manager.’

ESV Luke 16:2 And he called him and said to him, 'What is this that | hear about you? Turn in the account of
your management, for you can no longer be manager.

NIV Luke 16:2 So he called him in and asked him, 'What is this | hear about you? Give an account of your
management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’

NLT Luke 16:2 So the employer called him in and said, 'What's this | hear about you? Get your report in order,
because you are going to be fired.'

=« What is this | hear about you? Ge 3:9-11; 4:9,10; 18:20,21; 1 Samuel 2:23,24; 1 Cor 1:11; 1 Ti 5:24

« Give an accounting of your management Luke 12:42; Eccl 11:9-10; 12:14; Mt 12:36; Ro 14:12; 1 Cor 4:2,5; 2 Cor 5:10; 1
Pe 4:5,10; 1 Ti 4:14; Rev 20:12

« for you can no longer be manager Luke 12:20; 19:21-26

= Luke 16 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 16:1-13 How to be Truly Rich - Steven Cole
= Luke 16:1-13 Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus - John MacArthur

Related Passages:

Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or
evil.

Matthew 12:36+ “But | tell you that every careless (idle -argos) word that people speak, they shall give an
accounting for it in the day of judgment.

Romans 14:12+ So then each one (hekastos) of us will give an account of himself to God.

DISHONESTY OF THE STEWARD:
FIRED ON THE SPOT
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What is this | hear about you? - Jesus does not say how the rich man found out. "Although phrased as a question, the charges
were believed by the owner, as his dismissal of the manager implies." (NET Note)

THOUGHT - While this is not Jesus' main point we all do well to remember one of God's promises in Nu
32:23+ "But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, andbe sure your sin will find
you out." (cf Ge 4:6-7+, Ps 90:8, 1Co 4:5+) We may hide our sins for a time, but eventually we will be
exposed! Next time we willfully contemplate sinning against Jehovah, we need to pause and run this passage
through our mind. It is a good "preventative medicine" which can save us much grief, misery and shame!
Remember, no sin against God or His Word will remain secret and unpunished!

Give (apodidomi) an accounting (logos) of your management (cikonomia) - Give is a command in the aorist imperative meaning
"Do it right now!" The chickens have come home to roost His sin has been exposed. It reminds me of an old classic sermon by
Pastor R G Lee entitled "Pay Day, Someday!" (Read Pastor Lee's short biography 'R.G. Lee — a peerless pulpiteer") This command
from the owner is not in order giving him a chance to save his job. It's like we see in companies today who give bad employees "two
weeks notice." In fact, the master should have fired him at that very moment and not given him more time to mismanage the

master's resources. But this is a story and so Jesus says the master gives the manager some time to report back to him regarding
his management. As Hughes says "In today's terms, "Give me all your records, and clean out your desk. You're outta here!" This is
depressing, even if you are a crook."

For (term of explanation) you can (absolutely) no longer be manager - In short, like Donald Trump would often say on the show
the Apprentice, "You're fired!" It was a management position and clearly he had mismanaged the master's money. As noted above,
while he was in essence fired, he was given some notice before he had to leave. In real business, this obviously would be bad
practice.

Matthew Henry applies this - Now this is designed to teach us, (1.) That we must all shortly be discharged fromour stewardship in
this world (ED: WHEN WE DIE OR ARE RAPTURED); we must not always enjoy those things which we now enjoy. Death will come,
and dismiss us from our stewardship, will deprive us of the abilities and opportunities we now have of doing good, and others will
come in our places and have the same. (2.) That our discharge from our stewardship at death is just, and what we have deserved,
for we have wasted our Lord's goods, and thereby forfeited our trust, so that we cannot complain of any wrong done us. (ED: THIS
IMPLIES THERE MIGHT BE SOME WRONG DONE AT THE JUDGMENT SEAT - BETTER TO THINK OF IT AS LOSING
REWARDS WE COULD HAVE HAD FOR ETERNITY cf 2dn 1:8, Col 4:17, 1Cor 3:13-15+) (3.) That when our stewardship is taken
from us we must give an account of it to our Lord: After death the judgment. We are warned both of our discharge and our account,
and ought to be frequently thinking of both. (ED: We should think much of Ps 144:4, James 4:14+, Ephesians 5:15-16+ and 2Co
5:10+)

Give (591)(apodidomi from apé = from + didomi = give and so to "give off” from one’s self) literally means to give back, then to put
away by giving and then in a more figurative sense to pay back or recompense. Apodidomi can mean to give back or pay back
(implying a debt and conveying the idea of obligation and responsibility for something that is not optional) and was a technical term
for repaying a debt (Mt 18:25, 20:8, 21:41)

Apodidomi - 46v - account*(1), award(1), fulfill(2), gave...back(2), give(4), give back(1), given(1),
giving(1), make some return(1), must(1), paid(3), pay(2), pay...back(1), pay back(3), render(6), repay(8),
repayment to be made(1), repays(1), returning(1), reward(3), sold(3), yielding(1), yields(1). Matt. 5:26;
Matt. 5:33; Matt. 6:4; Matt. 6:6; Matt. 6:18; Matt. 12:36; Matt. 16:27; Matt. 18:25; Matt. 18:26; Matt. 18:28;
Matt. 18:29; Matt. 18:30; Matt. 18:34; Matt. 20:8; Matt. 21:41; Matt. 22:21; Matt. 27:58; Mk. 12:17; Lk. 4:20; Lk.
7:42; Lk. 9:42; Lk. 10:35; Lk. 12:59; Lk. 16:2; Lk. 19:8; Lk. 20:25; Acts 4:33; Acts 5:8; Acts 7:9; Acts 19:40;
Rom. 2:6; Rom. 12:17; Rom. 13:7; 1 Co. 7:3; 1 Thess. 5:15; 1 Tim. 5:4; 2 Tim. 4:8; 2 Tim. 4:14; Heb. 12:11;
Heb. 12:16; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 3:9; 1 Pet. 4:5; Rev. 18:6; Rev. 22:2; Rev. 22:12

Account (logos) This involved a presentation and examination of records, receipts, disbursements, cash on hand and the
settlement of accounts.

BDAG - a formal accounting, esp. of one’s actions, and freq. with fig. extension of commercial terminology
account, accounts, reckoning Adyov do vau (Hdt. 8, 100; X., Cyr. 1, 4, 3; Diod S 3, 46, 4; SIG 1099, 16; BGU
164, 21; Jos., Ant. 16, 120; Just., D. 115, 6) give account, make an accounting KooTog TIep  ouTO Adyov
dwoel T. Be Ro 14:12. Also A. 1odo vai abs. (Just., D. 116, 1 al.; Diod S 16, 56, 4; 19, 9, 4) Hb 13:17. Twvi to
someone (Diod S 16, 27, 4; Plut., Alcib. 7, 3; Chariton 7, 6, 2; SIG 631, 13 T moAel; 2 Ch 34:28; Da 6:3
Theod.; Jos., Bell. 1, 209) T Toipwg Xovti Kp vou 1 Pt 4:5. Tiv g of someth. (SIG 1044, 46; 1105, 10 TO
voAwpaTog; Jos., Ant. 19, 307) Lk 16:2 (here A. w. the art.; on the subject of undergoing an audit cp. Aeschin.
3, 22). Likew. mrepi Tivog (Diod S 18, 60, 2 do ¢ ooT Tep ToUTwv Adyov=taking account [considering] with
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himself; BGU 98, 25 mep ToUTOU) Mt 12:36; Ac 19:40. mép Tivog concerning someone Hv 3, 9, 10.—aTe v
Tivae Adyov Trepi Tivog call someone to account for someth. 1 Pt 3:15 (cp. Pla., Pol. 285e; Dio Chrys. 20 [37],
30; Apc4Esdr Fgm. b kooTog T TO O Keiou pyou Tv Aoyov maitnOnoetan; Just.,, A I, 17, 4. For another
perspective s. d below.).—Of banking responsibility Aoyog To 6eo (PStras 72, 10 [lll AD.] Tv Bev A;
PHerm 108 [lll A.D.] A\. To Zoapareiou) in wordplay Ac 6:2 (w. Tpamelx g.v. 1c¢); s. also 1aB.—Of a ledger
heading (POxy 1333 [lI/lll AD.] 6¢ oT Aoy Bewpik v=credit him under ‘festivals’; for others s. Preisig.,
Worterbuch s.v. A. 14; s. also Fachworter 119) Ro 9:6 (the point is that God’s ‘list’ of Israelites is accurate; on
KTTinTw in the sense ‘is not deficient’ s. s.v. 4); vs. 9 (the ‘count’ is subsumed by metonymy in divine promise);
Gal 5:14 (all moral obligations come under one ‘entry’: ‘you shall love your neighbor as yourself’; for
commercial association of vohiokw vs. 15, which rounds out the wordplay, s. s.v.). The contexts of these three
passages suggest strong probability for commercial associations; for another view s. 1ap. (Borrow A Greek-

English lexicon of the New Testament, and other early Christian literature - BDAG)

Management (administration) (3622) oikonomia from oikos = house + némo = manage, distribute) in secular Greek referred
literally to the management of a household by the oikonomos, the steward manages a house and is accountable to the owner
(which even involved a presentation and examination of records, receipts, disbursements, cash on hand and the settlement of
economic" are derived from oikonomia and this background helps one see some

accounts - our English words "economy",
association). Oikonomia indicates the task given to responsible and faithful servants who were appointed over the economy or an
area of responsibility in the household. Thus oikonomia stresses obligation, responsibility, and faithfulness of the servant to his
master in carry out the entrusted task.

Oikonomia - 9v - administration(3), management(3), stewardship(3). Lk. 16:2; Lk. 16:3; Lk. 16:4; 1 Co.
9:17; Eph. 1:10; Eph. 3:2; Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:25; 1 Tim. 1:4

Luke 16:3 "The manager said to himself, "What shall | do, since my master is taking the management away from me? | am
not strong enough to dig; | am ashamed to beg.

KJV Luke 16:3 Then the steward said within himself, What shall | do? for my lord taketh away from me the
stewardship: | cannot dig; to beg | am ashamed.

NET Luke 16:3 Then the manager said to himself, 'What should | do, since my master is taking my position
away from me? I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm too ashamed to beg.

CSB Luke 16:3 "Then the manager said to himself, 'What should | do, since my master is taking the
management away from me? I'm not strong enough to dig; I'm ashamed to beg.

ESV Luke 16:3 And the manager said to himself, 'What shall | do, since my master is taking the management
away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg.

NIV Luke 16:3 "The manager said to himself, 'What shall | do now? My master is taking away my job. I'm not
strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg--

NLT Luke 16:3 "The manager thought to himself, 'Now what? My boss has fired me. | don't have the strength
to dig ditches, and I'm too proud to beg.

NRS Luke 16:3 Then the manager said to himself, 'What will | do, now that my master is taking the position
away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg.

YLT Luke 16:3 'And the steward said in himself, What shall | do, because my lord doth take away the
stewardship from me? to dig | am not able, to beg | am ashamed: --

GWN Luke 16:3 "The manager thought, 'What should | do? My master is taking my job away from me. I'm not
strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg.

NKJ Luke 16:3 "Then the steward said within himself, What shall | do? For my master is taking the
stewardship away from me. | cannot dig; | am ashamed to beg.

NAB Luke 16:3 The steward said to himself, 'What shall | do, now that my master is taking the position of
steward away from me? | am not strong enough to dig and | am ashamed to beg.

MIT Luke 16:3 The manager thought to himself: What shall | do now, for my boss is relieving me of my
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position as manager? | am unable to dig as a laborer. | am ashamed to beg.

NJB Luke 16:3 Then the steward said to himself, "Now that my master is taking the stewardship from me,
what am | to do? Dig? | am not strong enough. Go begging? | should be too ashamed.

« The manager said to himself, Luke 18:4; Esther 6:6

=« What shall | do, since my master is taking the management away from meLuke 12:17; Isaiah 10:3; Jer 5:31; Hosea 9:5;
Acts 9:6

« | am not strong enough to dig Pr 13:4; 15:19; 18:9; 19:15; 21:25,26; 24:30-34; 26:13-16; 27:23-27; Pr 29:21; 2 Th 3:11

« | am ashamed to beg Luke 16:20,22; Pr 20:4; Mark 10:46; Jn 9:8; Acts 3:2

= Luke 16 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 16:1-13 How to be Truly Rich - Steven Cole
= Luke 16:1-13 Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus - John MacArthur

THE STEWARD'S
SOLILOQUY

The manager said to himself - (cf the rich man's dilemma in Lk 12:17-note) He is much like another bad character, the unrighteous
judge in Lk 18:4-5 who "said to himself, ‘Even though | do not fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow bothers me, | will
give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.” As he speaks to himself, he realizes he is on the
street soon with no job, no money, no home. And then he crosses off two options - laboring and begging. He has become used to a
certain level of living and will seek to preserve it as best he can.

A crisis does not make a man
but it shows what a man is made of!

What shall | do - Luke uses this question 5 times in his Gospel - Lk 10:25+, Lk 12:17+, Lk 16:3, Lk 18:18+, Lk 20:13+. Cf "what
shall we do" three times in Lk 3:10-14+, Acts 2:37+. It is often Luke's way of introducing asoliloquy (from Latin solus =
alone+ loqui = to speak), a speech you make to yourself. He has a dilemma and so begins to deliberate. For believers when we have
a dilemma we don't have to carry out a soliloquy, for we are never alone (Heb 13:5-6+) and can always speak with our wise,
omniscient Father! Is that our usual practice when we find ourselves in a dilemma (just asking this as rhetorical question)?

I am not strong enough to dig - In modern vernacular one might say he is a "white collar worker." So this is more likelya case of
disinclination than disability as manual labor was beneath his dignity. Can't did often times means won't as would be the case of a
man spoiled by a life of plenty and a high standard of living!

Matthew Henry conjectures (remember always be careful in interpreting every detail of a parable) - It does not appear that he is
either old or lame; but the truth is, he is lazy. His cannot is a will not; it is not a natural but a moral disability that he labours under.

NET Note on dig - Here "dig" could refer (1) to excavation ("dig ditches,") or (2) to agricultural labor ("work the soil,"). In either case
this was labor performed by the uneducated, so it would be an insult as a job for a manager.

| am ashamed (aischunomai) to beg - Begging was the only form of welfare available in the ancient world. And yet this is even a
step below manual labor, and it ultimately reveals his pride. He would not have liked the classic soul song "Ain't Too Proud to Beg."

The Pharisees listening would surely have mumbled an "Amen" to this statement by Jesus.

Matthew Henry - He knows that he has not such a degree of humility as to get his bread by begging: Tobeg | am ashamed. This
was the language of his pride, as the former of his slothfulness. Those whom God, in his providence, has disabled to help
themselves, should not be ashamed to ask relief of others. This steward had more reason to be ashamed of cheating his master
than of begging his bread.

NET Note on to beg - To beg would represent a real lowering of status for the manager, because many of those whom he had
formerly collected debts from, he would now be forced to beg from.

The non-canonical book of Sirach says, "My child, don't live the life of a beggar; it is better to die than to beglf you have to depend
on someone else for your food, you are not really living your own life. You pollute yourself by accepting food from another. Begging is
torture to the soul of any sensitive person.A shameless person can make begging sound sweet, but something inside him burns."
(Sirach 46:28-30).

Luke 16:4 I know what | shall do, so that when | am removed from the management people will welcome me into their
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homes.'

KJV Luke 16:4 | am resolved what to do, that, when | am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into
their houses.

NET Luke 16:4 | know what to do so that when | am put out of management, people will welcome me into their
homes.'

CSB Luke 16:4 | know what I'll do so that when I'm removed from management, people will welcome me into
their homes.'

ESV Luke 16:4 | have decided what to do, so that when | am removed from management, people may receive
me into their houses.'

NIV Luke 16:4 | know what I'll do so that, when | lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.'

NLT Luke 16:4 Ah, | know how to ensure that I'll have plenty of friends who will give me a home when | am
fired.'

NRS Luke 16:4 | have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people may welcome
me into their homes.'

YLT Luke 16:4 | have known what | shall do, that, when | may be removed from the stewardship, they may
receive me to their houses.

GWN Luke 16:4 | know what I'll do so that people will welcome me into their homes when I've lost my job.’

NKJ Luke 16:4 "I have resolved what to do, that when | am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me
into their houses.'

NAB Luke 16:4 | know what | shall do so that, when | am removed from the stewardship, they may welcome
me into their homes.'

MIT Luke 16:4 Say, | know what to do to provide security after my departure from management. My plan will
open the door to people's homes for me.

NJB Luke 16:4 Ah, | know what | will do to make sure that when | am dismissed from office there will be some
to welcome me into their homes."

ASV Luke 16:4 | am resolved what to do, that, when | am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into
their houses.

« Pr30:9; Jer 4:22; James 3:15
= Luke 16 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 16:1-13 How to be Truly Rich - Steven Cole
= Luke 16:1-13 Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus - John MacArthur

PORTFOLIO
PLANNING!

Portfolio — all the investments held by an individual

| know what | shall do- He may be unrighteous but he is resourceful, as many unrighteous people can be! As MacArthur says "he
had a sudden flash of inspiration; a “eureka moment,” or epiphany....The solution he came up with would provide all the things he
would need: a place to live, income, and status. (See Commentary) Know (ginosko) describes acquisition of information as through
sense perception. Without going too far in interpretation, the fact that this verb for know often speaks of experiential knowledge, it

suggests this unrighteous manager is skilled in unrighteous handling of mammon.

So that when (not "if") | am removed (methistemi) from the management (ocikonomia - stewardship), people will welcome
(dechomai) me into their homes (oikos) - So that (term of purpose) reveals his purpose was to propagate his prosperity as best he
could. He is thinking of his future, knowing he is soon out of a job as manager. His scheme involves using his present position to
perpetuate future profits. Will welcome speaks of the future fruit he expects to enjoy as a result of his present planning (or
"plotting"), specifically that folks he had helped now would "put out the welcome mat" for him in the future after his present position

was terminated.
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Henry - My lord turns me out of his house. | have none of my own to go to. | am acquainted with my lord's tenants, have done them
many a good turn, and now | will do them one more, which will so oblige them that they will bid me welcome to their houses, and the
best entertainment they afford; and so long as | live, at least till | can better dispose of myself, | will quarter upon them, and go from
one good house to another.

Luke 16:5 "And he summoned each one of his master's debtors, and he began saying to the first, ' How much do you owe
my master?’

BGT Luke 16:5 Ko TTPOOKOAED PEVOG VO KOOTOV TV XPEOPEINETV TO KUP OU OUTO Aeyev T TP T - TT OOV
PEANEIGT KUP OU;

KJV Luke 16:5 So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest
thou unto my lord?

NET Luke 16:5 So he contacted his master's debtors one by one. He asked the first, 'How much do you owe
my master?'

CSB Luke 16:5 "So he summoned each one of his master's debtors. '"How much do you owe my master? ' he
asked the first one.

ESV Luke 16:5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, 'How much do you owe
my master?'

NIV Luke 16:5 "So he called in each one of his master's debtors. He asked the first, 'How much do you owe
my master?'

NLT Luke 16:5 "So he invited each person who owed money to his employer to come and discuss the
situation. He asked the first one, '"How much do you owe him?"'

NRS Luke 16:5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, 'How much do you owe
my master?'

YLT Luke 16:5'And having called near each one of his lord's debtors, he said to the first, How much dost thou
owe to my lord?

GWN Luke 16:5 "So the manager called for each one of his master's debtors. He said to the first, 'How much
do you owe my master?'

NKJ Luke 16:5 "So he called every one of his master's debtors to him, and said to the first, How much do you
owe my master?'

NAB Luke 16:5 He called in his master's debtors one by one. To the first he said, 'How much do you owe my
master?’

MIT Luke 16:5 So he got in contact one by one with each of his boss's debtors. He said to the first, "How
much do you owe my boss?"

NJB Luke 16:5 'Then he called his master's debtors one by one. To the first he said, "How much do you owe
my master?"

ASV Luke 16:5 And calling to him each one of his lord's debtors, he said to the first, How much owest thou
unto my lord?

= his master's debtors Luke 7:41,42; Mt 18:24
= Luke 16 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 16:1-13 How to be Truly Rich - Steven Cole
= Luke 16:1-13 Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus - John MacArthur

LET'S MAKE
A DEAL!

And he summoned each one of his master's (kurios) debtors (chreopheiletes) And how much do you owe (opheilo)? - Jesus
now gives two examples of the manager's "shrewd" handling of the debtors. In essence what the manager is doing is "robbing" from
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his master by renegotiating the terms of the debt to lower the amount the debtors owed the master. Is this like "robbing Peter to pay
Paul?"

Brian Bell - Rent was often paid to a landlord, not in money, but in kind. This would have 2 effects: First, the debtors would be
grateful to him. . Second, and much more effective, he had involved the debtors, if worst came to the worst, he was now in a strong
position to exercise a little judicious blackmail!

Hughes has an interesting comment - In order to get the sense of just how clever this was, we must understand that it was illegal in
Jewish culture to charge interest to fellow Jews (cf. Exodus 22:25; Leviticus 25:36; Deut. 23:19). There was no such thing as
principal and interest. So they would hide the business interest by hiding it in the loan, so that the principal included the interest. It
was not unknown to charge as much as 100 percent interest on profitable commodities. The manager, according to common,
accepted business practice, was making such usurious loans, just like everyone else.(See Luke: That You May Know the Truth)

Debtors (5533)(chreopheiletes from chréos = a loan, debt, and opheilétés = a debtor) literally mean a debt ower. Vine adds it is
"is found in Luke 7:41, of the two "debtors" mentioned in the Lord's parable addressed to Simon the Pharisee, and in Luke 16:5, of
the "debtors" in the parable of the unrighteous steward. This parable indicates a system of credit in the matter of agriculture. In the
Sept only twice., Job 31:37, (Brenton's English =) "having taken nothing from the debtor;" Pr 29:13, "when the creditor and the
debtor meet together." The word is more expressive than opheiletés ("one who owes anything to another”).

Gilbrant adds "In ancient times a person may take a loan to avert hunger or loss; rarely if ever was a loan issued for commercial
enterprise. And though the Old Testament required mercy in the payment of debts (Ex 22:25; Dt 24:6,17; Job 24:3, etc.), by New
Testament times the treatment of debtors became harsh under Roman influence (see Mt 5:25,26; 18:34).(Complete Biblical

Library)

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (lengthy discussion) adds "It would seem that as Israel came into contact with the
surrounding nations, debt became increasingly a commercial matter. The Mosaic laws regarding clemency toward the poor who
were compelled for the time being to become debtors were utterly disregarded, and the poor were oppressed by the rich."

Related Resources on debt:

= Easton's Bible Dictionary Debt

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Debt

= McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Debt

« What does the Bible say about going into debt? | GotQuestions.org

= |l am a Christian in debt. What should | do? | GotQuestions.org

= What are some Bible verses about debt? | GotQuestions.org

Luke 16:6 "And he said, 'A hundred measures of oil." And he said to him, Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write
fifty.'

BGT Luke 166 O emev: kartv BToug Aaou. O emev oT- O &N OOU T Yp PHUOTO KO KOO 00G TOXX WG
YP WOV TIEVT KOVTQ.

KJV Luke 16:6 And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down
quickly, and write fifty.

NET Luke 16:6 The man replied, 'A hundred measures of olive oil.' The manager said to him, "Take your bill, sit
down quickly, and write fifty.’

CSB Luke 16:6 " 'A hundred measures of olive oil," he said. " "Take your invoice," he told him, 'sit down quickly,
and write 50.

ESV Luke 16:6 He said, 'A hundred measures of oil. He said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and
write fifty.’

NIV Luke 16:6 " 'Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,' he replied. "The manager told him, "Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it four hundred.’

NLT Luke 16:6 The man replied, 'l owe him 800 gallons of olive oil." So the manager told him, "Take the bill and
quickly change it to 400 gallons. '
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NRS Luke 16:6 He answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil. He said to him, 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and
make it fifty.'

YLT Luke 16:6 and he said, A hundred baths of oil; and he said to him, Take thy bill, and having sat down
write fifty.

GWN Luke 16:6 "The debtor replied, 'Eight hundred gallons of olive oil.' "The manager told him, 'Take my
master's ledger. Quick! Sit down, and write "four hundred!"

NKJ Luke 16:6 "And he said,”A hundred measures of oil." So he said to him, Take your bill, and sit down
quickly and write fifty.'

NAB Luke 16:6 He replied, 'One hundred measures of olive oil. He said to him, 'Here is your promissory note.
Sit down and quickly write one for fifty.’

MIT Luke 16:6 He replied, "100 units of olive oil." He said to him, "Take your invoices, have a seat quickly,
and change the amount to 50."

NJB Luke 16:6 "One hundred measures of oil," he said. The steward said, "Here, take your bond; sit down
and quickly write fifty."

ASV Luke 16:6 And he said, A hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bond, and sit down
quickly and write fifty.

= Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty. Luke 16:9,12; Titus 2:10

= Luke 16 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Luke 16:1-13 How to be Truly Rich - Steven Cole

= Luke 16:1-13 Investing Earthly Finances with an Eternal Focus - John MacArthur

And he said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.' Take your bill, and sit down quickly (tacheos) and write fifty - One by one the
manager is reducing the debt of the debtors. Remember, the manager still has control of the debts at this point, but he will have that
control for only a short period and so adds the instruction to this debtor to act quickly! The shrewd manager knows he must move
swiftly while he still has time and authority. What a lesson for sleepy saints who are sadly failing to redeem the time they have left on
earth to win souls, store up treasure and glorify their Father in Heaven! "A measure (sometimes translated "bath") was just over 8
gallons (about 30 liters). This is a large debt - about 875 gallons (3000 liters) of olive oil, worth 1000 denarii, over three year's pay
for a daily worker." (NET Note) Think about what it would be like to be called into the loan office of the bank and be told that they
were cutting your new car loan in half! Imagine how grateful you would be.

MacArthur - By reducing what they were obligated to pay his master, he put them under obligation to him.Reciprocation was an
integral part of Jewish society (ED: “I'll rub your back if you'll rub mine.”); if someone did a person a favor, that person was obligated
to do one for him...One hundred measures of olive oil was 875 gallons, or the yield of about 150 olive trees, and was worth about
one thousand denari—more than three years’ wages for a common laborer. The new deal, which cut the debt in half, created a
significant loss for his master. (See Luke Commentary)

NET Note - The bill was halved (sit down quickly, and write fifty). What was the steward doing? This is debated. 1) Did he simply
lower the price? 2) Did he remove interest from the debt? 3) Did he remove his own commission? It is hard to be sure. Either of the
latter two options is more likely. The goal was clear: The manager would be seen in a favorable light for bringing a deflationary
trend to prices.

Luke 16:7 "Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' And he said, "A hundred measures of wheat.' He said to
him, "Take your bill, and write eighty.'

BGT Luke 16:7 memax Tp emev- 0 O moov Qe Aei§; O €Tmev: KOTV K poug o Tou. Ayel o1 - & Exi cou T
YP HHOTO KX YP YoV YOO KOVTC.

KJV Luke 16:7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of
wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore

KJV Luke 16:7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of
wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.
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